[Metabolic aspects of the differential diagnosis of chronic asthmatic bronchitis and bronchial asthma].
The authors have presented an analysis of the results of a study of patients with chronic asthmatic bronchitis and bronchial asthma to detect possible qualitative differences in changes of indices that characterize the intensity of free radical oxidation and antioxidant activity. With this aim in view the level of lipid peroxidation (LPO), alpha-tocopherol content and SOD activity were determined. In patients with bronchial asthma a raised LPO level was noted in parallel with a decrease in alpha-tocopherol content and SOD activity up to the values below the normal ones. A degree of deviation of the indices from those in health depended on the gravity of a course of bronchial asthma. In patients with asthmatic bronchitis in exacerbation and remission with a raised LPO level alpha-tocopherol content and SOD activity remained within normal. These differences can be used for differential diagnosis.